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TWO COMMUNITY SERVICES FOCUS ON PRAYER
FOR OUR CHURCH, COUNTRY AND VETERANS

Every November is a time when our country focuses on its
past through Thanksgiving, a holiday our nation has cele-
brated for almost four centuries. And as part of our
Thanksgiving celebration for over 50 years, Florence Chris-
tian Church has held its annual Turkey Supper as a com-
munity outreach to give thanks to God for all of our bless-
ings and being in this place to serve.

Another annual November event is Veterans Day, when we
honor those who have made the great sacrifices that have

secured our nationds
the present. This year, Florence Christian will have spe-
cial service on Veterans Day, November 11 at 10 a.m. to
honor our veterans from each branch of the military. Post-
ing of the Colors by the Florence American Legion, special
by Di scover Zone

remembrancebd [
ty service. We will also be honoring two very special World

War Il veterans in our congregation, Bill Bonham and Bill

musi ¢ our

Wi al | be a

Ridenour. Please come and invite your friends as we give
God thanks for our veterans on Nov. 11" at 10 a.m.!

Finally this month, the elections give us an opportunity to
select leadership for our local communities, state and
nation. As we are all aware, this election cycle in particular
has been a source of great stress and division, as is wit-

nessed in social media, the news, and even in homes and

extended f ami/l
Godds peopl eéare
the cultural implications of the
election and its consequences,
which have the

potential of damaging relationship

beyond repair.

Churches, while certainly not

immune to diversity of opinion, are
n dallectto theshigher recagnitiore | |
that we are still one body in Christ. We can gather in pray-

Pastor Susan .
freedom, botP\ i

er as one body of Christ no matter what kind of political
opinions we hold as citizens. In this spirit, our pastors and
elders are offering a Community Election Eve Service for

phaydreandandragatablréengf arounc

place we expériencen i s wonder f ul
unity beyond differences. The service will be held on Mon-
day, November 7 at 6:00 p.m. We hope you will come
and encourage others, even if they are not members of

Florence Christian Church, to join us.

Let us be oO0salt and | ighto
for all of these special opportunities to witness to our faith

and to offer gratitude to our God for the blessings of free-

[t o

dom and community.

While the

and 10:30!

ALL SAINTS DAY-November 6, 2016
All Saints Day has a rich history that goes all the way back to the 7' Century CE.

focus has evolved over the

who have passed from this life to eternity as well as those still living who have
contributed to the work and ministry of the church in significant ways.

A special worship service on Sunday, November & will give us an opportunity
to celebrate the saints. Please take some time to think that about who you
would honor on this day. We hope you will come and celebrate with us at 9:00

i es.

communi -



Give thanks in all circumstances. 1 Thessalonians 5.18
November Sermons

Nov. 6 All Saints Sunday Luke 6:2031 Rev. Dr. Susan Ward Diamond
Nov. 13 Seeing with Go:lsaiah65:1725 Rev. Dr. Susan Ward Diamond
Nov. 20 Colossians 1:1120 Rev. Dr. Susan Ward Diamond
Nov. 27 Advent Conspiracy: Worship Fully  Matthew 1:18-25 Rev. Diana HodgesBatzka

Living on Purpose: Church-wide Retreat

Did you know that God created you for a purpose?

p Did you know that your very existence i
: I IVIN pose for our world today?

Did you know that discovering your purpose could make it possible for your
life to be full and meaningful?

Did you know that discovering your purpg
mission and vision for the future?

l'tds true! Each of us has a purpose, a
your s. Thatds why we have set aside sc
explore what it means to OLive on Purpog

Pastor Susan will be leading this Friday evening through Saturday mid
afternoon retreat January 13-14, 2017 at Higher Ground Conference and Re-
treat Center. During our time together, we will explore the following:

; et ADiscovering Your Purpose ALiving Your Purpose
0The two most [ mpqr t anfPragigng ¥our;Pyrpoge, , » ASharing Your Purpose
life are the day your are born and the | \when: Fri., Jan. 13, 5:00 PM Sat., Jan. 14, 3:00 PM

<

aay you find out WHY. 0 Where: Higher Ground Conference & Retreat Center, Harrison IN
~ Mark Twain

COST (includes motel style lodge room, 3 meals, and program materials):
4 people per room $80.00 per person 2 people per room $95.00 per person

3 people per room $90.00 per person 1 person per room $110.00 per person
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL if booked by Nov. 15 - $70 to $95 dollars per person depending upon room sharing

What about Childcare?

For those who are in need of childcare, please be in contact with Pastor Diana by the EARLY BIRD DEADLINE, Nov. 15.
We will be scheduling activities depending upon the need and the number. Our goal is for all who want to be able to
attend the retreat to do so! We just need to know.

Make plans now to come and discover your WHY/
*Charles Dawalt, *Marvelle I
Markey, *Nick Struewing, *Noel

Wall, *Linda Hambrick, *Bev The Prayer Team will meet on
Anderson, *Anita Smith, *Virginia Markesberry, Logan and his family, Thurs., Nov. 10 & Nov. 17
*Shirley Dunn, *Madge Mardis, *Diane Deitriech, *Annie Washington, 10 AM
*Rosemary Newberry, *Bev Lawson, *Gerald & *Amy Turner, *Tom Otto,
*Martha Evans, *Barb Bach, *Sue Rankin, *Sheila Hale in the Small Conference Room

Those we remember:

(7%
/_)//ﬂ 4 WITI—II%%T *Marcia Jean Griffin, *Carol and

*Permission granted by individual/family for publication.
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Give thanks in all circumstances. 1 Thessalonians 5.18

| joined the
~ Listeners class
 because itis an

.

class. The other
| Faith groups
‘L5 mainly consist
- | of husbands

“& and wives.
Since I'm a widow | just felt more comfortable with all
women. The first time | walked into the class | was wel-
comed with open arms and I've formed some great bonds
with these ladies. We've gone to lunch after class for spe-
cial occasions like a birthday, or just for a good time. We
also bring lunch in when we're working on blankets for one
of our mission projects. During these projects we have
such a good time laughing and catching up with each oth-
er. We enjoy our yearly Christmas party and going on field

trips. The discussions we have in class have given me a bet-
ter understanding of the Bible. This is something you don't
get with attending church only. One of my favorite studies
was on the parables. I've been with the Listeners for sever-
al years now and I've never regretted a minute of it.

~ Kay Williams

ng your

Adult Faith Formation i

faith,
We can make evangelism easier!

The Listeners Class will be
Emergency collecting much needed items
Shelter for the Emergency Sheltgr of
of Northern Kentucky Northern Kentucky this winter.

It is the only homeless shelter
in Northern Kentucky. Located at 634 Scott Street in Cov-
ington the shelter is life saving to those in need during the
winter months. Help us spread the warmth. In November
we will be collecting new or gently used blankets. The
shelter request blankets that are light weight and twin size
only. Look for our donation box in the Narthex during No-
vember.

faith as he feels faith is critical to suc-

I't is time to consider the dreaded 0 g i iri
|- Egain, headnd by Jotn Maxwell of Ee@s. The rest is up to the Holy Spirit.

word: EVANGELISM!
t he

gle with sharing our faith. And that is
understandable given our concern that
we are not perceived as forcing our

Christian Church.

OFol |l ow Meo
Some of us as Disciples of Christ strug- incredible opportunity for Florence

s e A bedes like thiswould cbsean atn g
tendee several hundred dollars in the
secular world; but we can offer it for
FREE!

We have been selected to be one of 20
gilgttchurgr\?saf%r 8 ey ?ugrel%ch Ito sn pat do you need to do?

faith on others. . . ) .
about enticing people from other faith people who may never consider enter- 9§ Invite around 6 friends and family
organizations (sheep-stealing); it is i n g a church. oSalt tmmcdser_Les. g h t 6 \ i's a
about sharing our faith so others seek- riculum of 6 | es s offs FoHowt pré-dcrintedd sét Bfgues n
ing God or in distress can find the for Success O tchurch e h tohsdvithiyour gnoapn
settings. There i § wattatvéekhapdrépeaur c hy

same peace and forgiveness we have

found through Christ. i
wi t h
For all who share the struggle of shar-

about the series; it is a secular series
0 Roen .06a d dA t
series, Maxwell invites people to stay, if

Interested? Pl?ase s%e Pastor Ed for
o) t he

the e n#j .
more information.

Weekly Groups
9:00 AM Sundays Early Birds®6 &mabh@Copference Room Ongoing
10:30 AM Sundays Listenerds ClhabBstenerds Cl as sOngomg m
10:30 AM Sundays Adult Discussion Conference Room Ongoing

7:00 PM Wednesdays Book Discussion Conference Room Continues thru Nov. 17

Bi-Weekly Groups

Rotating homes in Hebron
Rotating homes in Hebron

Monthly Groups

7:00 PM Every other Wed.
7:00 PM Every other Wed.

Nov. 9
Nov. 2, 16 & 30

Hebron Group
Pride Group

Union Table Talk
Independence Table Talk
Mary/Deborah

6:30 PM First Thursdays
6:30 PM Third Thursdays
6:30 PM Fourth Monday

Rotating homes in Union Nov. 3
Pastor Susands hNowmeg7
Florence Christiafi The Well Nov. 28
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Give thanks in all circumstances. 1 Thessalonians 5.18

ing Offering you are investing in our students and helping
keep education costs down.

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Col-
leges, Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity
Houses affiliated with the Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ).

From the very beginnings of the
movement, Disciples have
founded institutions of higher
learning, encouraging students
in their intellectual pursuits. The
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) is still committed to high-
er education. Your gift to the
Thanksgiving Offering helps un-
derwrite the education of stu-
dents attending one of our four-
teen undergraduate institutions
and our seven seminaries or di-

vinity houses.

Thousands of students have attended the Colleges and

The Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and

support for those pursuing theological education at one of

our seven seminaries or divinity
houses. Consider the many gen-
erations of pastors, who, if not
for the support of faithful con-
gregations and individuals over
the ages would not have flour-
ished as our pastors, teachers
and leaders. What impact has
your pastor had in the life of your
church, community or region?
You can thank them by support-
ing the Thanksgiving Offering.

Attending a Disciples College or
Theological School is possible

through the scholarships and grants that are made availa-

ble by generous individuals, the Disciples Mission Fund and

Universities of the Christian Church receiving both a quality your gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering.
education and the opportunity to remain within our Disci-

pl eds

heritage.
support for spiritual life offices. By giving to the Thanksgiv-

Your fi

nanci al
to |
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Donodt

On Sun., Nov. 6, our Giving Tree will be decorated with ornaments reflecting the needs of
children and seniors for the holidays. Please take an ornament and shop for the item. Then
return that item to the church office with the ornament attached. It is important that the gift
you purchase has the ornament attached to it when returning it to the church. Make

someoneds

Chri stmas one

to

remember t hAlls

gifts must be returned to the church office by Sun., Dec. 4 so that they can be delivered to
the families in time for the holidays. Please do not wrap the gift but you may include a

Christmas gift bag.
shopping?

feel | i ke

G/ ft

As we entertain friends and family Skip the Paper Products & It can
and thank God for all we have this

Thanksgiving, let us also take time

to care for our earth. Here are a
few suggestions from

Earth911.comto have a more sus-

tainable holiday.

Eat Local 8 No matter what you
are cooking for Thanksgiving,
check out your
ket and see how much of your
meal you can purchase. Using
seasonal items and locally grown
produce, turkey, and other items
is a great way to be sustainable.
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be attractive to use paper plates
and utensils when feeding a large
group of people, but this is ex-
tremely wasteful. Instead, look for
an option that is better for the
environment. Preserve Platesare
made of recycled materials and
can be

cards

recycl ed,

or

vironment, or your guests. There
are plenty of natural cleaning
products on the market today like
Seventh Generationthat will allow
you to keep your home super
clean 0 without all those nasty
chemicals!

but wonot |

¥ou wWith a heagdacheapda sinky 5

full of dirty dishes.

Clean Green d When it comes

time to clean before and after a
big Thanksgiving Day celebration,
make sure you are using cleaning
products that

wonot

harm t he

eave

cash donatijons


earth911.com
https://www.preserveproducts.com/
http://www.seventhgeneration.com/

